would inarch. Furious, but dumbfounded, Schuschnigg
rang up the German Embassy in the Metternich Strasse
and asked to speak to his Excellency Herrn von Papen,
The German envoy was not in Vienna, the Charge
d'Affaires, von Stein, answered, and in response to the
Federal Chancellor's enquiry confirmed that the two
Ministers' statements and letters were known and approved
of by the German Government.
A few minutes later, Wilhelm Keppler, Economic
adviser to Hitler and Reich Food Price Controller, arrived
at the Aspern airport from Berlin and presented an ultima-
tum to both the Federal President, Miklas, and to Schusch-
nigg, The ultimatum demanded that the plebiscite was to
be called off and Schuschnigg was to resign in favour of
Dr. Seyss-Inquart or Germany would occupy Austria,
The Military Attache, General Muff, arrived almost
immediately afterwards and repeated this ultimatum,
Miklas was for rejecting the ultimatum and meeting the
invasion with force, but Schuschnigg agreed and resigned,
to become a prisoner of Hitler in the manner of medieval
times, except that nothing could effect his ransom.
Thus was Austria brought into the German Reich and
Franz von Papen could safely say that this time he had not
bungled. He had been given a mission to purge his earlier
mistakes in the Reich of Wilhelm and in the Reich of
Hitler, and he had succeeded.
Shortly after the occupation of Vienna by the German
authorities, the body of Freiherr von Ketteler, the coun-
sellor of Embassy who had acted as von Papen's personal
aide during the yrerAnschluss days, and whose only crime
was that he tried to remain a gentleman in spite of being
in the service of the Third Reich, was picked up floating
down the Danube. This time there was only one casualty
in the von Papen entourage, but among those Austrians
like Guido Schmidt and Seyss-Inquart there were political
shipwrecks in plenty, for their utility had ceased. They
made good conspirators and saboteurs, but the Reich
apparently had no place for them as administrators. There
is one code common to every land. You pay a spy but you
do not respect him,
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